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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . [3 This communication is responsive to amendment Wed on 12/13/04 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5. 7-12 and 14 Now renumbered as 1-12 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 24 April 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) B All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attach ment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. ^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 9. □ Other . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/ or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Thielman on 3/4/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Replace claims 8-12 and 14 with the following: 
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8- (Currently Amended) A program embodied on an information stora°e 
medium or m a ca™ wave, and used to supply mf onmmon mat , ^ to perfo J a ^ 
Player •^-•P--^l^d^^^ tojB1 ^^ W|m 
^ntnpmbyaplayer^programirnpiern^^ 



^Ir^ate^tructions fa, fnr 
information used to perform the multi-player game; 

supply mo anr w hich xiyy l^ instructions for m mmJhe generated 
^formation to the terrninal device; and 



hvth , ^'^^igg^ for acquiring,^ selection input 

by me player through me terrninal device, 

whereinditT ^"^^ 

wherein chrTerent responses are output in correspondence to selection inputs; 

wherein the Ructions f or ^^mm^,,^^^ 
g en e rat e s J nrther indnrW 

mp« by a flrel player when . fiK , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ p 

oo^rs m fte game, the fim game ioto-tfo. based on a fim selection aumority fla . 
indicating that the am player has selection authority; 

MSBMSaafo rgcaeratme .fira response information corresponding to Che first 
«^mpmbyme finl phyerae q m K d^ j!B!iafllP i^au^^. 

selection input is completed; 

ir^trucdonsfpr^^tiri g second game information allowing a second I 
^onanputbyasecond player whenasecondevent requiring me second selection input ' 

selection authority flag indicating that the second player has selection authority; and 

^^Mmmmg.scamd response information corresponding to the 
second selection input by the second player acquired** through the^q^en^eans 
Wmmmzu wuinn* tbe ^inninBul based on a second response completed fla- 
indicating that the second selection input is completed; and 

wherein the , ,, p r l y moan , i ^ai i^fr^ ^ for sim nlvu,. th. ? m , 

information further mrlivW " 

instructions for rsnpp,yin r , t he first game information to a terminal device 
operated by the first player, 



Application/Control Number: 10/088,013 
Art Unit: 3713 



Page 4 



ISSai^Sas^HEEl^the second game information to a terminal device 
operated by the second player; and 

mstructionsforsnp pl^nrthe first and second response ^formation to the first 
and second terminal devices of the first and second players, respectively. 

9. (Currently Amended) The program as defined in claim 8, 
wheremth ei nfnrmntimm,,, l i u uni u un, u , „ , • f h r fien m atiou u r 

instructions for generating infnrmnfir,,, n.,,1, , i„, | ^ 

^andsecondeventsrequiri^mefirst and second selection inputa by the first and second 
players, respectively, based o u the game situation, 

10. (Currently Amended) The program as defined in claim 8, further 
implementing in the compute r and C omp ri»™. 

./ . mm « r ""■ ^^ ^^^ togtru^ 

-formanonnotifvingreceiptofme^ 

P* a yer, respectively, 

11. (Currently Amended) The program as defined m claim s, 

input device having input means and capturing means; and 

wherein m. i nrW i,,,, g „ l um j ^ j,^,^,. fe . 

generalo the mfonnadon to be used to perform ihe multi player game. 

12. (Currently Amended) A program embodied on an fafcimauon storage 
medium or m a carrier wave, and used to supply itformation that is used to perform „ muIti . 
Player game at a predetenntaed tennioa! device based „u a selecdm. mpm by apiayer the 
program unplementing in a compute r and cony rim,.- 



... M C anMvhoh gtm^-inslructions fn, ga aaagjh. 

mfoimationusedtoperibrmthemulti-playergame; 
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information to the terminal device; 

« np»Hrim, m fee* ^ur. ^ instruction.s for acguMng.thc selection ^ 

by the player through the terminal device; and 



rinstnictions for automatically determines- 

*'?* w - >t **«*Hfr^ «f f^d'» 

■^^^ "^"^ information from at least one of the first and second players within a 
predetemuned time, 

whereindtr T* ' input type of ^ame 

wherein different responses are output in correspondence to selection inputs- 

herein ftemstnaOtions for genPratk^the information r atio n mtJU ^ 
&s*me s farther induce- 

instructions for g gne^tmg fame information allowing the selection inputs by 
^andsecondplayerswhenapredet^ 
loegame; and 

-puts by the first and second players acquired^thrp^h the ^M mutums 

for a cquinnp thr selecrinn jjg gg ^ — — ^ 

wherein the ^pl^a^p^^^, ^ sl|ppMng ^ 
^MM^the game information and the response information to first and second 
terminal devices operated by the first and second players, respectively, 

wherein the instruction, for ^m tim xt^infonnation g e ^ fag upases 
the selection input having the content determmed^^ou^ thW«t ration mujJi , 

perform the multi-player game. 

W. (Currently Amended) The program as denned in claim 12, 



svhereinthe, uatu.un.tUL, jjanielion. fors,.^ rni >,|i., 

tezmmz f ^.em ^ lBnW r , ^ ^ ^ 

leaar one of rhe firat and second plnyer* * „„„„„,, or by a lottery, or baaed on any one of a 
scteenoo mpnr order, thne elapaod in the Action inpn, atime a, which the adeehon mpn, is 

iame.core, the st«e of gamepre^ . tmd a region ,0 which the firat „, S <S 
player belongs. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an, examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or 
render obvious an information supply system or a program implemented in a 
computer which uses flags denoting whether players have selection authority 
and whether an input response is completed, as cited in claims 1 or 8, in 
combination with the rest of the limitations of the respective claims 1 or 8. The 
prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or render 
obvious an information supply system or a program implemented in a 
computer which includes determination means for automatically determining a 
content of the selection input when the acquisition means has not acquired 
any selection input information from the player within a predetermined time, 
as cited in claims 5 or 12, in combination with the rest of the limitations of the 
respective claims 5 or 12. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly 
labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance. " 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Kim Nguyen whose telephone number 



Application/ Control Number: 10/088,013 
Art Unit: 3713 



Page 7 



is 571-272-4441. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 
during business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Xuan Thai, can be reached on 571-272-7147. The 
central official fax number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 




kn 

Date: March 5, 2005 



Kim Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
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